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Society News

Annual General Meeting: The
S o c isedly AGM took place
on Monday 11" September in
the community hall.

Caroline, our chairperson,
reported on another successful
year for the group which
included a varied and well-
received programme of talks by
invited guest speakers.
Treasurer Anna Belle gave an
update on the membership and
finances i very healthy in both
respects i and was thanked for
her ongoing fundraising efforts
on behalf of the Society.

The election of a new
committee took place, with the
outcome as follows:

Chairperson i Caroline
Clouston;
Vice-chairperson i John
Robertson;

Treasurer i Anna Belle
Robertson;

Secretary i Stuart Taylor;

Committee Members:
Margaret Macrae, Angus
MacLennan, Hugh Davies,
Peter Rawling, Calum
MacAskill, Roddy Morrison.

At the AGM, Hector Grant stood
down as a committee member
but he will continue to play an
active role in supporting the
Society going forward.

1 See inside for
Car ol d meidrsp e
report to the AGM.

KLHS winter talks

he

Guest speakers lined up for

SKYE author Liz MacRae Shaw wil |l
programme of monthly talks during winter 2017-18.
Liz studied History at Oxford University and her passion is the turbulent 19" century.
She finds inspiration for her historical fiction from Highland culture, family history and
the striking landscape of Skye.

In 2013 Liz published Love and Music Will Endure, a novel based on the life of 19"
century Skye bard and political campaigner, Mairi Mhor nan Oran (Great Mary of the
Songs). Liz (pictured, below) will speak about her research for this book and her
newly-released second title, No Safe Anchorage, which tells the story of Tom Masters,
a19‘hcentury naval of ficer and fia round
of a stranger leads him to jump ship on a quest to find her. His adventures, interwoven
with the life of a young Robert Louis Stevenson, take Tom from Skye to Canada.

be t

The talk takes place on Monday 6" November 2017 in the Kyleakin Connections
at 7.30pm.

Members and non-members are welcome and refreshments will be provided at the
conclusion of the talk. The KLHS committee look forward to welcoming you on the
night.

Liz MacRe Shaw

Murdo Beaton

OUR second guest speaker, on Monday 4™ December 2017, will be Skye historian
and retired Portree High School teacher Murdo Beaton.

Murdo (pictured, above) will give a talk and slide show on the visits he has led to the
Western Front, including the village of Festubert, the site of the catastrophic battle in
May 1915 that had such a profound effect on the people of Skye as well as Kingussie.
Mur dods pr es e ntWakingdanrihe Foststepsiof Hetoése d i

We very much hope you will be able to join us for this talk which will take place in
Kyleakin Connections at 7.30pm.

Future dates for the diary are: Monday 8" January 2018 i Gordon Brown of Skyak
AdventuresonfiKay aki ng i nMo@inye5d Febriaryd 2018 (guest speaker
to be confirmed); Monday 5" March 2018 i Angus Peter Campbell and Cailean
MacLe an on ifATSskkyieng a L i n ePledse checla ourwaebsikedand
Facebook page for regular updates.

Soci ety

Visit our website: www.kyleakinlocalhistorysociety.co.uk

F
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Village Development: We are
still trying to identify how the
village developed in relation
to:

Churches
Hotels
Fishing
Schools
Shops & Cafes
Tourism
Organisations (e.g.
SWRI)
Kyleakin Highland
Games
Gala Days
Sport
Military
Families : F : 5 i N :
Ferries A X - “ A =

LY NBO2IAYAUAZ2ZY 2F Yef SI{1AY [20Fft 1 7
If you have a particular interest the hugelysuccessfulloan Wilcock/Travelling the Aigk exhibition last year,
in any of these sections, or Skyebased Atlas Arts nominated the Soci@tii O 2 Yfof & Violur8eBing
you think that there is Award from the Skye and Lochalsh Council for Voluntary Organisations.

something missing, please get
in touch.

X X X X X X X

X

- Volunteering award presented t

'S

X X X X X

KLHS w ebsite photos

Now and Then: Do you have
old pictures of your house and

do you know roughly when A fresh batch of brilliant archive
they were taken? Can you photographs was recently added to
take a picture of your house the picture gallery on our website i

today? If so, can you let us
have copies so that we can
form a display of what the
village used to be like and
what it is like now?

and many more still are being
processed for the site.

The gallery has also been updated to
reflect the various categories of

The majority of the houses in village life the photographs
the village have undergone represent. These are: Business,
some form of extensions/ Ferries, Fishing, Groups, People,
altera_tlons. Have you found School, Sport and
anything unexpected that you
think would be of interest to If you have an interesting Kyleakin
the Society? . .
image or a collection of photographs
You can get inouch with you would like to share with the FLASHBACRiIctured @rca 1937are, back row:Mary
] ] Society, please do get in touch with Ann Robertson (Nan), Mairi Maeirand Nina Macler.
L5 by Sl @0 Vi €10 any KLHS committee member. Middle row: Ethel lley, Ann Grigor, Mary lley and Ethel
FaLbOOk page. Robertson. Front row: John MacLegmeeling) John
Robertson(sitting). Pidure: KLHS Archive
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Whatds i n a name?

KyleakinCaol AcainyKyle; familiar names for Kyleakin.
Ly 54StfeQa LffdzZAGNI GSR DI St A-D11ji2thePyoget Natds (Pl
names) section he lists:

T T I T
Cnoc an dia.ltf.]a.(;tgl-"':'l
g:oc aingil

- oC an t-sa, »
an Cnoc bbnl':ha'ilt

OC man cuaire
Gnoc-tea.rra.‘laidgg
Cnoec an teine

iath

But where isdScalpa€haoit? Is it the posClearances township at Scalpay Bay, outside Kyle, of w

only ruins remain? There are picturestie! ¥ . F Af S 6So0aAiSed® {OF f LI k{

Adfl yYRQO®

Or could it be another name for Kyleakin collected by Dwelinfimcal sources?
Ruth MacDougall

f Can you help solve the Scalpa 6Chaol mystery? |f
enquiries@kyleakinlocalhistorysociety.co.uk
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A Tartan for Kyleakin

Atartan inspired by its creatorés childhood years i.n
The Kyleakin Tartan, designed by Neil Montgomery, has been certified by the Scottish Register of Tartans after Neil
sought and gained the blessing of the village via Kyleakin and Kylerhea Community Council and Kyleakin Local
History Society to do so.

Neil said a great deal of thought went into the significance of the choice of colours and pattern of the tartan
(pictured, below). It has two tones of blue: a deep Pacific Blue represents the Kyle of Lochalsh and Anderson Blue
Grey is of a spent storm sky. Bands of earthy Holly Green represent the hills surrounding Kyleakin while Scarlet Red
lines are a reminder of the blood nurtured and sacrificed through fishing.

He explained: AMy childhood years in Kyleakin inspir
hills taking second place, with the Kyle running through them. The red is narrow, for the fishing line. It represents the
landscape of life in Kyleakin.

Neil, who is based in St Andrewds in Fife, added: i K
me that is life-long and profound. My father did not spend his life in Kyleakin and nor did his father, but we are

related through cousins; those being Munro. My great aunts were Tini and Katie Munro; my great uncle, the
inimitable Johnny Munro. My middle name is Munro.

AUnt i | t hepemrtgvery surhmedobmyllife in Kyleakin, it became my second home and the place that
provides me with most of my beautiful childhood memories. We stayed for many years at the Cliffe, then latterly in a
caravan by the Obbe.0

Neil has no specificplansfor t he Kyl eakin Tartanb6s use beyond promo
the village may be drawn to peopleds attention. AMy
AHowever, should | receiwoall an ys hiarceo meh aftr omn tiht st hues ev ill

A woven sample of the Kyleakin tartan has been received by the Scottish Register of Tartans for permanent
preservation in the National Records of Scotland. The official Certificate of Registration is now held by KLHS.

The
Kyleakin
Tartan
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Can you help?

We have a large number
of old photographs of
various views in the
village. Do you have the
time to take photographs
of the same views now?

We would also like
photographs of the
harbour, fisheries pier
and the boats. Whilst not
considered historical now,
in years to come, your
grandchildren may be
asking what it was like
when Kyleakin had a
working harbour!

*kkkk

Lw5 Q{ 9apa&ial ptinthgi@pRof the villagein 1971 takerby Kenneth Grahanfrom a
helicopter when he was in the Royal Air Force. Note the land in the right foreground which would late
) o 0802YS G(KS Wi 2 LIQ-34, AchihdrelRBad, wi¢hindRe Gbt 2l the new Kyleakin Prim{
Membership application School. Tianksto Kenneth for allowing us tgublish this fantastic image.
forms are available at

Camerons old shop/Post
Office, from Anna Belle or
on our website

*kkkk

If you have any photos
and documents of interest
to the Society, they can
be scanned and returned
quickly.

*kkkk

Please send any ideas,
pictures or queries for
future items/articles in the

newsletter to any of the
committee members or 80 Years AgQ\ tea party on the Corran to celebrate themnation of King George \ith May 1937,
send us an email Ladies seated left to right, fronthe group with pram, are: MaryFinlayson, Annie Maclnnes (with hat),

- Agnes Cameron (Sep), Morag Robertson, Bella Robertson, Annie Maclnnes. The man starairthe
right holdingthe tray is MacLean the Butcher(Picture: KLH8rchive)

dedede ek
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KLHS Chai r peorte han20k7 Annual General Meeting

This has been a somewhat quieter year for the Society after a busy two years being involved with the very succegsftgl
project W NI @Sttt Ay3 ¢KS | NOKAGSQ

The bannerdrom this projectare again on display on the Pier and South Obbe rai{segs pictures, belowpne which was
damaged last year has been replaced and new information banners for both locations have been purdlhbagd been
backed with filbeglass to make them more dable.

The series of winter talks were once again very interesting and well atteMiedvere delighted to have been presented wit]
W¢ KS DNEBI (i voludes 1 angd Fby thd aitBaCailean MacLean and Norman MacDonaiés& are currently on
display in our exhibition at the Bright Water Centre.

We said goodbye to Sue Lyons who has relocated to Harrogate, Sue was invaluable in the setting up of the Society, he
included scanning hundreds of photos, setting up the website, compiling the nésvsheid much more.
We now have a Facebook page and welcome photos relating to the villagesgrabple, past and present.
We have recently received the Certificaterefistration for the Kyleakinaftan. The tartan has been designed for the villag|
by Neil Montgomery who spent all his childhood holidays here wigHdmily- his father Hamish was a relative of the Munrg
family who lived on the Pier. Neil has many happy memories of Kyleakin and this is clearly reflected in the colours. The
CommunityCouncil has agreed that the society should be holders of the certificate which will be stored in our archives.

Thanks to the following:

Stuart, for his role as secretary and setting up the Facebook page and compiling the newsletter.

Anna Belleourtreasurer, for her fundraising quiz donation and keeping the membership and bank balance healthy.

Hugh, for updating the website etc.

Margaret, for updating the membership list, and Margaret and Anna Belle for the research undertaken regarding r

enguries.

5. The Eilean Barrdst for accommodating our display and the committee members and non committee members Ru
and Marywho volunteered to man the centreach Friday

6. Hector and John for setting up for the talks and banners.

7. Kyleakin Connections foretuse of the building and the Church of Scotland for the use of theackr

E A

Thanks to you all for your support without which the Society could not continue.

CarolineClouston
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HERE ia fascinating
glimpse of Kyleakin in
the late 19" Century
courtesy of Will
Maclean.

The 1884 map
(pictured, left)of the
village includes some
familiar landmarks
such as Kyle House
YR GKS YA
Hotel. But note the
G9F3AfS Lyy
centre.

2 Xttt adl 48
before the inn and
coachhouse was
demolished, |
remember a
sculpture of an eagle

That was the year ... on the porch robof

the house beside the
1857¢ Kyleakin Lighthouse on Eilean Ban, built by David and Th8tagsnson, Post Office

was first lit 160 years ago

! fazsz 2854
1897¢ Kyleakin Free Church was buil20 years agor he foundation stone was EE UEEG] 66 A
laid by the Earl of Moray. VI GATLGA2Y

1947¢ The North of Scotland Hydro Board upgradbkd small generators in Kyle Thanks to Wil for
to get a supply of electricity to Kyleakin via an underwater cable."Ovi&/
Kyleakin was host to the Board and dignitaries for the official swatchy Tom
Johnston, Secretary of State for Scotland. A good crowd of localsmaand to
witness the events.

allowing us to publish|
this map in the
newsletter.

If you have any more
information you can
share abat the Eagle
Inn andplease dayet
in touchwith the
Society.

1957¢ A majorremodelling of KyleakiBchool got underway in 1957. This
included removing the front entrance (since reinstated) and adding a canteen
facility to the rear. Pupils and staff were temporarily housed at titlage hall for
the whole school session (199B58)




